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Chemical Attacks
Security Awareness for Soft Targets and Crowded Places

A chemical attack may be executed by individuals or groups — terrorists, terrorist 
affiliates, or���T�U�B�U�F���T�Q�P�O�T�P�S�F�E����B�O�E���P�S��organized crime  — through the deliberate 
release of a toxic

us

e in an 
attack, including nerve agents, blister agents, blood agents, choking agents, and 
irritants.

Potential Ex posure Scenarios
Possible delivery methods for toxic substances that could expose people in 
enclosed or crowded spaces and compromise public health and safety may 
include:
�ƒ Ventilation systems (HVAC) of a building.

�ƒ Misting, aerosolizing devices, or sprayers.

�ƒ Passive release, such as an open container.

�ƒ Improvised explosive devices that combine readily available chemicals.

�ƒ Sabotage of facilities or vehicles containing chemicals.

�ƒ Introduction of toxins in the food and water supply.

Indicators of a Chemical Attack
Potential signs of chemical exposure may include symptoms such as eye and 
skin irritation, twitching, choking, dif�culty breathing, dizziness, muscle weakness, 
and loss of consciousness. In addition, the presence of unusual liquid, sprays or 
vapors, droplets of oily �lm on surfaces, unexplained odors, unusual dead or dying 
animals in the area, and/or low-lying clouds or fog unrelated to weather may also 
indicate the release of a chemical agent. 

Acutely toxic chemicals can cause serious injury or death if inhaled or absorbed 
through the skin. The table on the following page outlines ways to detect several 
highly toxic chemicals and/or chemical weapons.
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